
 
 

Call for Proposals 
 
Writing centers strive to help strengthen the writing and thinking skills of all students who walk 
through our doors. We make a real difference in the academic and personal lives of the 
students we touch through relationships built one tutoring session at a time. In addition to 
partnerships with faculty and administration, as well as any subsequent support these 
connections create, writing centers can thrive as focal points of their institutions.  
 
In conjunction with the myriad interests surrounding institutional relationships and support, 
writing centers must juggle increasing levels of multimodal discourse in academia, as well as 
new and evolving ideas on composition, academic learning support, and peer tutoring. Further, 
the nature of writing center work can seem transient at times, with students, tutors, and, to a 
lesser extent, administrators, revolving in and out of centers at rapid rates. The cumulative 
effect is writing centers often being in a near constant state of transition.  
 
In light of this, there are important questions to consider. How can writing center professionals 
sustain high levels of student support while dealing with states of flux? What are the best 
practices for ensuring student and tutor success amid all this change? How could constant and 
evolving transition be seen as something writing centers thrive on? What new and exciting 
changes will turn the writing centers of the near future into the institution hubs we know they can 
be? 
 
As we prepare to meet in Richmond for the 2018 Southeastern Writing Center Association 
conference, we invite participants to explore issues of transition in writing centers and how, 
even when these issues are challenging, they help create stronger student support services with 
more effective practices and enhanced, engaged philosophies. We hope to explore together 
how transition in our centers can be seen as a positive force of good and hope, as we strive to 
help shape the writers and thinkers of tomorrow. 
 
Ideas for conference presentation topics include: 
Transitions of… 

• Writing centers over time 
• Writing center partnerships 
• Interdisciplinary writing centers 
• Funding and support 
• Staffing/turnover 
• Tutor best practices 



• Training best practices 
• Where a writing center is physically located and/or structurally housed 
• Student recruitment, especially of diverse populations 
• The lasting effects of writing centers on students 
• ELL/multilingual learners to American Academic English fluency 
• Multimodal writing centers 
• Online/distance learning  
• A writing center from pilot program to “permanent” 
• Return rates in writing centers 
• Writing center connections to developmental studies 
• Writing center philosophy  

 

Proposal deadline: October 13, 2017. Submissions will be accepted online. More information 
will be available on the SWCA website (http://www.iwca-swca.org/) by summer 2017.  

Types of Presentations 
• Individual presentation, grouped together by related topics (3 presenters, 15 minutes 

each, 15 minutes for Q&A) 
• Roundtable discussion (2+ presenters who submit a proposal together) 
• Workshop (2+ facilitators who submit a proposal together; focuses on participant 

interaction) 
• Poster presentation  
• Multimedia presentation 

 
Conference dates: February 22-24, 2018 
Conference site: Virginia Commonwealth University, Richmond, VA, 23284 
Conference hotel: Hampton Inn and Suites, 700 E. Main Street, Richmond, VA, 23219. More 
information coming soon. 
	

	


